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has therefore till recently been unity of culture without
unity of administration. The position has however changed.
With increasing scientific advancement and the consequent
condensation of space and time, conditions of political
unity have also now been assured. A unified State with a
unified culture backed by India's vast potential resources
can well make India a leader of the world in many fields
of human activity.

Even the darkest clouds have a silver lining. The political
vicissitudes of India have also had redeeming features.
An attitude of toleration has fostered simultaneous develop-
ment of different strands. As we have already indicated,
this forms one of the most significant characteristics of
Indian culture. Political vicissitudes have contributed to
the growth of the many-sidedness of life. The waves of
foreign races and tribes who poured into India from the
earliest times led to constant changes in the structure and
distribution of political power. The break-up of the country
into many principalities of differing importance was another
immediate consequence. The existence of many kingdoms
and the constant shift in their power made people less
aggressive and intolerant. It also induced in the people
an attitude of toleration and acceptance of the foreigner.

In spite of many invasions and dynastic changes, the
life of the people flowed in one continuous process of gradual
change. The civilisation of Mohenjodaro was not destroyed
but taken up by the Aryans who built their culture on its
basis. This continuity is so marked that there have been
scholars who doubt whether Mohenjodaro represents a
pre-Aryan culture at all. They believe that India was the
original home of the Aryans and Mohenjodaro marks only
an early stage in the development of Aryan culture. We need
not enter here into the question of racial affinity. It is
undeniable that traces of Mohenjodaro have been found in
successive stages of Indian life and culture. Siva and Sakti
cults in modern Hinduism have been traced to the traditions